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922 Geographical Literature and Maps 

markable strength of Argentina's geographical location and her agricultural 
resources, but no student of American subjects should seem to ignore Chilean 
rivalry for control of the Farthest South — which region M. Sisson calls very 
picturesquely the Latin Pole. In other words, the author's sentiments at times 
appear to be those of an enthusiastic and patriotic Argentine citizen ; and they 
are indeed to a large extent sentiments which are so ardently felt, so eloquently 
expressed by Argentine citizens as a rule that M. Sisson, "qui, depuis quinze ans, 
a pu observer les Argentins," has caught the spirit perfectly. The chapter deal- 
ing with public instruction (pp. 153-166) does not give adequate attention to the 
service rendered to the nation by President Sarmiento, or by the teachers who 
brought from the United States, American ideals, methods, and constructive 
power. Chapter X of Part II, touching lightly Argentine society, contains 
some very interesting passages. The "conclusion," chapter xiv of the same 
part, is uncommonly well written: it is pretty good literature, and a bit of ex- 
travagance now and then will do no harm, since, as we have warned the 
reader, young Argentine patriotism is, occasionally, and more or less uncon- 
sciously, echoed or reflected. M. W. 

Geographie des Hauts-Plateaux des Andes. . Par V. Huot. Mission 
Scientifique G, de Crequi Montfort et E Senechal de la Grange. 4to. 84 
pp. Imprimerie Nationale, Paris, 1908. 
In compact form, the best geography of the high plain (altiplanicie) of 
Bolivia and all the central Andean region. We find ourselves recalling as we 
read it the decidedly interesting little "Geografia de la Republica de Bolivia, 
Edicion Oficial, La Paz, 1905 ;" but of course the less ambitious aim of the latter 
is as palpable as are certain points of resemblance between the Spanish work 
and the French. M. V. Huot's special training and associations enabled him 
to combine research with exploration most effectively. It is known that fellow 
members of the French scientific mission lent their aid, and we think it is safe 
to assume the cooperation of distinguished scholars — Manuel V. Ballivian and 
others — at La Paz. The general purpose and main object of the mission hav- 
ing been the study of the inhabitants of the high plains, their languages and 
environment, investigations were carried on particularly in the domains of 
ethnology, philology, geology, mineralogy, zoology and physiology, and the 
following gentlemen were all more or less actively connected with some part of 
the broad plan : Dr. Chervin, G. Courty, Eric Boman, G. de Crequi Monfort, 
Dr. M. Neveu-Lemaire, M. Boule, E. Senechal de la Grange, C.-A. Pret, 
Adrien de Mortillet, and G. Grandidier. To M. Huot was assigned the con- 
genial tasks of preparing a map on the scale 1 750,000 and describing that 
region in regard to which Sir Clements R. Markham recently said that "no 
country in the wide world possesses such a variety of climates, of geographical 
features, and of products." M. Huot calls this region of snow-peaks, bleak 
punas, and tropical valleys the Heart of the Andes, and has chosen as some of 
his main topics: The Cordilleras which enclose the altiplanicie on the west and 
east; Lakes Titicaca and Poopo; the Argentine punas; Ethnic elements. and 
the future of the people of the high plateaus; Means of communication, min- 
eral wealth, and exploration of the central region of the Andes. He says 
rather more in praise of climatic influences (e. g., on page 59) than cold hard 
facts warrant; but his error seems pardonable, for other explorers and travel- 
ers have usually said rather too much in dispraise of the Tibet of the New 
. World. M. W. 



